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of peace; that efforts should be made on both sides to develop their
relations in this direction;

(2)  That no problem of a territorial nature remains in suspense
between France and Germany, the existing frontier being solemnly
recognized as permanent;

(3)  That the two Governments are determined, while reserving
their special relations with third Powers, to remain in contact on all
questions of importance to both countries and to enter into consulta-
tion  in  case   developments  arising  out   of  these  questions  should
threaten to lead to international difficulties.

This document is to be signed in Paris, at a date which is to be
fixed shortly, and will then be published immediately.

I do not consider it necessary to emphasize the importance of this
declaration: it will not escape your notice that not only does it
demonstrate the desire for appeasement and reconciliation common
to both Governments, but also recognizes by means of a diplomatic
instrument the German intention, already expressed unilaterally by
the Chancellor in some of his speeches, of regarding the mere possibility
of territorial disputes between the two countries as excluded, and of
recognizing the existing frontier between France and Germany as
permanent.

The procedure of mutual consultation foreseen in case of inter-
national difficulties can, moreover, provide a valuable means of
avoiding, in future, certain sudden initiatives likely to endanger the
preservation of peace.

Finally, the text that has been adopted leaves us our entire
freedom of action regarding third parties to whom we are bound.

Mr. Neville Chamberlain and Lord Halifax, during the conversa-
tions which took place in Paris yesterday, have clearly expressed their
satisfaction with a declaration, which, in their opinion, is, like the
Anglo-German declaration, an immediate contribution to the task of
international appeasement.

You should be guided by the above considerations during your
conversations on the subject with the Secretary of State, asking him
also to treat them as confidential until the document has been
published.

GEORGES BONNET.

No. 27
Note by the Minister for Foreign Affairs

Paris, November 28, 1938.

I RECEIVED M. Souritz on Tuesday, November 22. I explained to
im the main points of the plan for a Franco-German declaration,
mphasizing that this declaration made a reservation about the special